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Ilavm’aTi BUZaTHOrO BYE€HOTO-
CIIeJIe0JI0Ta, TOJTOBHOTO
penakropa «I'eosroriunoro
srypuaxy» Qaexcanapa
bopucosuua Rimumuyka

(29 cepuna 1956 — 12 rpasua 2023)
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In memoriam of Alexander
Klimchouk, prominent scientist
in speleogenesis, Editor-in-
Chief of the “Geological

Journal” / “Geologicnij Zurnal”

(August 29, 1956 — May 12, 2023)

Cmammio npucesiueHo nam’ami eudamnozo 00cniOHUKA
2eomoponozii ma esonOuil Kapcmy, NOX0ONeHHS ma po3-
BUMKY NPUPOOHUX Nedep, yueH020-2i0po2eosioad, cheneo-
noza, naypeama [eprcasroi npemii Yxpainu y 2any3i Hayku
i mexniku (2011), dokmopa eceonoeiunux Hayx (2014),
unena-kopecnondenma HAH Yipainu (2018), iniyiamopa
cmeopenHa ma ouinvHuxka y 2006-2014 pp. Haykoso-

docnioHo20 yenmpa «Yxpaincokuti Incrmumym cneneonoeii

i kapcmonoeii» npu Taepiticokomy HAYIOHATLHOMY YHi6ep-
cumemi im. B.I. BepHadcvkoeo, 207106H020 HAYK08020 chi6-
pobimnuxa Incmumymy eeonoeiunux Hayxk HAH Ykpainu,
2071081020 pedaxmopa «leonoeiurozo xypuany» Onexcan-
opa Bopucosuua Knumuyka.

Kntouoei cnoea: Onexcandp bopucosuu Knumuyx; xapcms;
cneneozenes; «leonoziunutl scypran»; Incmumym zeonoziu-
nHux nayxk HAH Yxpainu.

The article is devoted to the blessed memory of Alexander
Borysovych Klimchouk, the outstanding researcher of geo-
morphology and evolution of karst, origin and develop-
ment of natural caves, hydrogeologist, speleologist, Laure-
ate of the State Prize of Ukraine in Science and Technology
(2011), Doctor of Geological Sciences (2014), Correspond-
ing Member of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine
(2018), initiator and head (in 2006-2014) of the Ukrainian
Institute of Speleology and Karstology at the V.I. Vernadsky
Tauride National University, Chief Research Scientist of the
Institute of Geological Sciences of the National Academy of
Sciences of Ukraine, Editor-in-Chief of the “Geological
Journal”.
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ences of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine.
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Bmpamu nayxu

12 TpaBH:a 2023 p. Ha 67-My pOLi BHACTiLOK BaX-
KOI XBOPOOMU IIIIIOB i3 )KUTTS BCECBITHBO BiOMMIA
Y4YEeHMI-Ti[pOreoor, reoMopdosor, TOCTiFHUK
reosorii Kapcry i medep, HOKTOP T€ONOTiYHMUX
HayK, uneH-KopecnongeHT HAH Ykpainu, rono-
BHUII HayKOBMII CHiBpOOITHUK [HCTUTYTY Teoso-
rivaux Hayk HAH Ykpainu, ronoBumit pefakrop
«leonoriunoro xxypHamy» Onexkcanjp bopucosuu
Knumyyk.

On May 12, 2023, at the age of 66, Alexander Klim-
chouk, world-famous hydrogeologist, geomorpho-
logist, scientist in karst geology and explorer of caves,
Chief Researcher of the Institute of Geological Sci-
ences of the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) of
Ukraine, Editor-in-Chief of the “Geological Journal"
/ "Geologi¢nij zurnal", Doctor of Geological Sciences,
Corresponding Member of the NAS of Ukraine,
passed away due to a deadly disease.

Tipcokuit MacuB Apabixa, 3axigunit Kaskas, 2004 p.

Arabica massif, the Western Caucasus, 2004

Onexkcannp bopucosnu Kmmmuyk Hapopuscsa
29 cepnnsa 1956 p. y M. Opeca. Y 1983 p. 3akiHuMB
reorpacgiunmii ¢paxynsrer KuiBcbkoro iepykaBHOTO
yHiBepcurery im. T.I. IlleByenka, 300yBILIM KBasIi-
dixaniro reorpada-reomopdornora. e 3 oHAI[BKUX
POKiB BiH 3aXONMBCA JOCTIIHKEHHAMU KapCTOBUX
1iedep, B SIKMX [104aB OpaTy y4actb 3 1968 p. 3 17 po-
KiB CTaB IIpaljloBaTy TEXHIKOM B IHCTUTYTI Teoro-
rivaux Hayk AH VYkpainu y Kuesi. Excnepnuiiini
TOCTI/IKEHHA TIeYep i KapCTy, 10 PO3IOYMHAINCA
3 Ykpainu (Ilopinna, Kpum, Jon6ac) ta KaBkasy,
3 YacOM OXONWIM iHIINi KapCTOBi perioHM IaHe-
™ — B €Bpasii, A¢ppui, IliBHiunii Ta IliBgeHHin
Amepuii.
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Alexander Borysovych Klimchouk was born on
August 29, 1956 in Odesa. In 1983, he graduated
from the Department of Geography at Taras
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, being
qualified as geographer-geomorphologist. Yet, in
his youth, he became interested in the exploration
of karst caves, in which he was involved since 1968,
and from the age of 17 he worked as a technician at
the Institute of Geological Sciences in Kyiv. Expe-
ditionary studies of caves and karst, which were
started in Ukraine in the regions of Podillia,
Crimea, Donbas, and in the Caucasus, eventually
spread to other karst regions of the planet -
Eurasia, Africa, North and South America.
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I1ix 9ac HaBYaHHA B YHiBEepCUTETI, Ha OCHOBI IIO-
TIbOBMX CIIEJICONIOTIYHMX CIIOCTEPEKEHb Y PailOHaxX
BUCOKoripcbKoro kapcry Cepennboi Asii, Onek-
CaHJIp 3BEPHYB yBary Ha 0COO/IMBY POJIb IPUIIOBEPX-
HeBOI (erikapcToBoi) 30HM Y IepepOo3NOfIii MeTeo-
PHUX BOJI, €BOJIIOLIHIM HAC/IiIKOM 4oro Oyya xa-
pakTepHa MOPQOJIOrisi MOBEPXHEBUX YTBOPEHb Ta
crenydika BepTUKATbHO-KAHA/JIOBOTO O KVIBJICHHS
nifiseMHUX NOpoXHUH. IIpofoBXeHHs crnocTepe-
JKEHb B IHIIVX PajiOHaX 3rOfOM CIyTyBa/M IifICTa-
BOIO JIJIA OIIpaljloBaHHA LIJIiICHOI KOHILIEMIIii emiKap-
CTY, IIPeJICTaB/IeHO] Y psfii cTaTell Ta MOHOTpadil.

Crryck y nedepi Ha mmato Kmpkray, Y36exucras, 1973 p.

Descent into a cave on the Kirktau plateau, Uzbekystan, 1973

[Tisninre (1985-1990 pp.), 6asyrodnch Ha po3po-
onenux B IncturyTi reonoriunnx Hayk HAH Ykpa-
iHM 3aKOHOMIPHOCTAX BOHZOOOMIHY B apTesiaH-
cbKux cucremax, Onekcanzip Kmumuyk o6rpysry-
BaB INPUHLNUIIOBO HOBY — apTe3iaHCbKy MO[E/b
IIOXOJPKEHHS Ta PO3BUTKY HalO1/IbIIMX Y CBIiTi rinl-
coBux sabipuHTOBMX Tedep JliBoOepe>xHOro
[TpupHicTpoB’a. Mopenb cK1ana OCHOBY /1A 3MiHN
MIOIIALIB Ha 0COOMMBOCTI BO}IOO6MiHy B MiOIleHO-
BOMY BOJOHOCHOMY KOMIUIEKCI IiBIEHHO-3aXiiHO1
yacTyHy BonuHo-Ilopinbcbkoro apTesiaHCbKOTO
OaceifHy, HOBOTO PO3yMiHHA (OpPMYBaHHA Cipda-
HYX poposui [Tepenkaprarts, 6a3ucom ays perio-
HAJIbHOI Ta JIOKA/JIbHUX OLIIHOK IIBMAKOCTi PO3BMU-
TKY KapCTy 1 KapCTOBOI HeOe3IIeK.
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While studying at the university, due to field
speleological observations in the highland karst
regions of Central Asia, Alexander noticed the
special role of near-surface (epikarst) zone in the
redistribution of meteoric water, whose evolu-
tionary consequence was the characteristic mor-
phology of surface formations and the specifics
of vertical-channel feeding of underground cavi-
ties. Continued observations in other areas led
to the development of a holistic epikarst concept,
presented in a number of articles and a mono-

graph.

Ileuepa ATnantupa Ha Ilogini, Becinna Onexkcangpa ta Haranmii
Knmmumuykis, 1975 p.

Atlantida Cave in Podillia, wedding of Alexander and Nataliya
Klimchouk, 1975

Later (1985-1990), relying on the patterns of
water exchange in artesian systems, which were
revealed by researchers of the NAS Institute of
Geological Sciences, Alexander Klimchouk sub-
stantiated a fundamentally new artesian model of
the origin and evolution of the world's largest
gypsum labyrinth caves in left-bank Transnistria.
The model led to reconsidering water-exchange
peculiarities in the Miocene aquifer complex of
the southwestern part of the Volyn-Podilskyi arte-
sian basin, generated new insights into the forma-
tion of sulphur deposits in the Precarpathian re-
gion, and became the basis for regional and local
assessments of the karst development rate and
karst hazard.



Bmpamu nayxu

[Tpaurorour Haj NUTAaHHAMU CIETIEOTEHE3Y
1 KapCTOYTBOpEHH: Y Tillcax i aHTifipuTax, JOCIiI-
HIIK, ITepebyBatouy Ha cTaKyBaHHi B Itanii (Vai-
Bepcuret [anyi), iHilil0BaB Mi>KHApOTHMIT TPOEKT
i3 17106aNBbHOTO y3araJibHEHHs JAHMX IIPO Tilco-
BMI1 KapcT, 3a MiCyMKaMU KOO IIif| J10T0, y TOMY
4UCT, pefakiiero Oyl1o MiATOTOBIEHO ¥ BUJAHO
MoHorpadiro «[ircoBuit kapct cBity» (1996).

Y 1980-x pokax Omekcauap Bopucosuu 06-
I'PYHTYBaB iMOBipHICTb 3HaXO/KEHHS HAWIINO-
moi KapcToBoOi Iedepu CBiTy Ha MacuBi Apabika
(3axiguuit KaBka3) Ta 3amo4aTKyBaB LIMPOKO-
MaclITabHi CIeneopo3BinyBaabHi pobOTH y 11bO-
My perioni. 1984 poky opraHizoBaHMI HUM €KC-
IIEpVIMEHT i3 TpaCyBaHHA IiI3€MHUX BOJ, Y LBOMY
MacCHBi IOBiB iCHyBaHHA TYT r160KOI KapCTOBOI
TiIpOreonoriYHoOl CUCTEMU 3 aMIUIITYLOK IOHA[,
2300 m. Y 2001 p. excriepuuia Ykpaincpkoi Cre-
neonoriynoi Acouianii (YCA) Bigkpuna Ha 1ii
TePUTOPil HOBY HEPCIEeKTUBHY LIOA0 IIMOMHHO-
ro po3BuTKy nedepny cucremy (Kpyb6epa-Bopo-
HA4a). [Iporo sx poxy Onekcanap Kmmmuyk 3amo-
YaTKyBaB JOoCHigHNLbKNI TPpoeKT YCA «Ilokmmk
bBesopHi», MeTOI0 sIKOTO OY/IO CIIe/neonoriyne fo-
CATHEHHS PeKOpAHOI y I7106aipHOMY MaciuTtabi
rbuHy — nmoHan 2000 M. Y HacTYIHI poku 1ieit
IIPOEKT OTpMUMaB IiATpuUMKY HalioHanbHOrO re-
orpacdiunoro toapuctBa CIIIA Ta crnoHcCOpiHT
Bizt xypHany «National Geographic». ¥ 2004 p.
MeTH IIPOEKTY OyI10 JocsATHYTO B iedepi Kpybepa-
Boponsua. Iocnipyroui excneguuii YCA mosenn
mMbVHY 1jiel medepu go Maibke 2200 M, 1[0 XYyp-
Han «National Geographic» HasBaB opgHUM i3
HalBU3HAYHIMNX TreorpadiyHuMX BigKpUTTIB 3a
Munyni 100 pokis.

Onexcanppom Kmumyykom pospobrmeHo Teo-
pif0  TiOreHHOro KapCTOYTBOPEHHHA, 3TifHO
3 AKOI0 MacUB KapCTYETbCSA 3HU3Y — 6e3 MPAMOro
3B’A3KY 3 ITOBEPXHEBMM >KMBJIEHHAM y HallipHUX
BOJJOHOCHMX KOMIIIEKCAaX i TPilIMHHO-XUIbHUX
cycTeMax IiJ Ai€X0 BUCXiJHOTO KpPi3bIIJIACTOBOTO
Ta Kpisb(opMaliitHOro BOZOOOMiHY. YueHmit
PO3pOOUB CIlefieoreHe TMYHMII MifIXi/T 1O eBOJIoL il
KapcCTy, AKUI BU3HA4YA€ PONIb KAPCTOBOI IIOPOXK-
HIHHOCT] Pi3HOTO IOXOMKEeHHA y (OpMyBaHHi
Ti[pOreoNIoriYHNX Ta iH)XEHEpHO-TeOJIOTiYHUX
BJIACTUBOCTEN TEPUTOPIil PO3MOBCIOMKEHHA PO3-
yyHHMX nopif. Li po3po6ku, npencrasieni y 6a-
raThoX CTATTAX y M>KHAPOJHMUX )KyPHaJIaX i TphOX
Bufianyux y CIIA aHIOMOBHMX MOHOrpadifx,
OTPMMaIN IINPOKE Mi>KHApO/IHE BU3HAHHA.
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Doing research addressing speleogenesis and
karst development in gypsum and anhydrite for-
mations while on an internship in Italy (the Uni-
versity of Padua), he initiated an international
project on the global synthesis of data on gypsum
karst, which resulted in the preparation and publi-
cation of the monograph “Gypsum Karst of the
World” (1996).

In the 1980-ies, Alexander Klimchouk substan-
tiated the possibility of discovering the deepest
karst cave in the world in the Arabika massif (the
Western Caucasus) and launched large-scale spe-
leological survey in the region. In 1984, an experi-
ment on groundwater tracing in that massif, orga-
nized by him, proved the existence of a deep karst
hydrogeological system with the amplitude of over
2300 m. In 2001, an expedition of the Ukrainian
Speleological Association discovered a new cave
system (Krubera-Voroniacha) which showed
promise in terms of the cave system stretching in
depth. In the same year, in the framework of the
research project “Call of the Abyss”, supervised by
the Ukrainian Speleological Association, Alexan-
der Klimchouk launched exploration aiming at
reaching the world-first speleologically record
depth of over 2000 m. In the following years, this
project won support from the US National Geo-
graphic Society and sponsorship from “National
Geographic” magazine. In 2004, the project goal
was achieved in the Kruber-Voroniacha cave. Sub-
sequent expeditions of the Ukrainian Speleologi-
cal Association showed the depth of this cave to be
nearly 2200 m, which “National Geographic”
called one of the most significant geographical dis-
coveries of the past 100 years.

Alexander Klimchouk developed the theory of
hypogene karst formation: according to it the mas-
sif is karstified without a direct connection with
surface feeding in pressure aquifer complexes and
fissure-vein systems under the action of upward
through-layer and through-formation water ex-
change. The scientist proposed a speleogenetic ap-
proach to the evolution of karst, which determines
the role of karst cavities of various origins in the
formation of hydrogeological and engineering-
geological properties of areas with soluble rocks
occurrence. These concepts, presented in numer-
ous articles in international journals and three
English-language monographs published by the
Ukrainian Speleological Association, won wide in-
ternational recognition.
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Kapcrosuit MacuB Anagarnap, Typeuunna, 2003 p.
Karst massif Aladaglar, Turkey, 2003

be3 mepebinblieHHA MOXXHa KOHCTAaTyBaTH,
10 TEOpPeTUYHi pOoOOTU Ta CIeNeoOTiuHi Bifi-
kputTa Onexkcanzpa Knumdyka cyTTeBoO 3MiHMK-
JIV IOT/IAIM HA YMOBM PO3BUTKY KapCTy Ta CIIe-
7leoreHes, CHPUAAM 3HAYHOMY PO3LIMPEHHIO
YABJIEHD IIPO 3aKOHOMIPHOCTI €BOJIIOLIiI KapCTO-
BUX IIOPOXXHMH, Ie4ep i KapcTy B3araji no4m-
HAIO4M 3 iHiliaIbHUX cTafii. BoHu cTanm ocHO-
BOIO [iIs1 PO3pOONeHHsT HOBMUX WiAXOMiB [0
[OB’sI3aHMUX i3 KapCTOM NMPAaKTUYHUX NPobaeM
i 6ynmu BusHanui Ilpesugiero HAH Ykpainu (Ilo-
craHoBa Ne 243 Bif 27.09.2017 p.) ogHMM i3 1pi-
OPUTETHMX HaNpAMiB QyHIaMEHTaTbHUX i IpU-
KJIaJHUX JOCIiJKeHb HAyKOBUX yCTaHOB Bingi-
neHHA Hayk npo 3emno HAH Ykpainn.

ISSN 1025-6814. Geologicnij Zurnal. 2023. Ne 2

Jlexuia Onexcanppa Kmimuayxa y Bpaswii, 2008 p.
Alexander Klimchouk’s lecture in Brazil, 2008

Hanionanbunit mapk «Bitpsana neuepa», CIIIA, 1990 p.
Wind Cave National Park, USA, 1990

It is no exaggeration to state that Aleksander
Klimchouk's theoretical work and speleological
discoveries significantly changed the views on the
conditions of karst development and speleogene-
sis, and led to a significantly broader understand-
ing of the patterns of evolution of karst cavities,
caves and karst in general, starting from the initial
stages. They became the basis for elaborating new
approaches to karst-related practical issues and
were recognized by the Presidium of the National
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (Resolution
No. 243 of September 27, 2017) as one of the pri-
ority areas of basic and applied research of scien-
tific institutions of the NAS Department of Earth
Sciences.

7



Bmpamu nayxu

Kpnm, Ykpaina, 2012 p.
Crimea, Ukraine, 2012

Y 2014 p. pociiicbka okynania Kpumcbkoro
niBoctpoBa amycuna Onexkcanjpa Kinnmuyka 3a-
mumnty Kpum, ge Bin y 2006 p. cTBOpUB Ta 040-
JII0BAaB HAYKOBO-JOCTIJHUI LIEHTP « YKPaIHChKUI
InctutyT cneneonorii i xapcronorii» npu Tas-
pilicbKOMy  HalliOHaIbHOMY  YHiBepCHUTeTi
im. B.I. Bepnapcpkoro. ITlosepnysmmnch o Kuepa
i mpauoo4y B [HCTUTYTI reonoriyHux Hayk,
Onexcanpp Knumuyk npucsatus cebe kooppu-
Hallii JOC/Iif>KeHb IilOTeHHOro KapCcTy CBiTY, pe-
3y/IbTaTOM SKMX cTajma MoHorpadia «Hypogene
Karst Regions and Caves of the World» (2017),
omy6/1ikoBaHa BUJaBHUIITBOM Springer.

Big mo4aTKy BipOJIOMHOTO pPOCIiICBKOTO
BTOpPrHEHHA B YKpaiHy y mrotomy 2022 p. Onek-
capp KnmMuyyk akTMBHO BKIWOYMBCA y 6o0-
poThOY 3 arpecopoM Ha HayKoBO-iHdopmaiii-
HOMY GpPOHTI. 3aBAAKM I0TO HAYKOBOMY aBTO-
puTeTy Ta AaKTUBHIN I'POMafAHCHKIN TO3UILi
HM3Ka NPOBiJHUX MIDKHAPOSHNUX HayKOBMX OP-
raHisamii pimyde sacyiuia arpecito Ta migTpu-
Masnia YKpaiHy B I IPOTUCTOAHHI POCIMCHKiN
HaBani. Cepep Hux - MixxHapopguui Cneneosno-
rivamit  Comws, bpurancbka Cneneonoriuna
Aconianisa ta bpurancpka Acownianis Hocmi-
mxeHHA [leuep. OcTaHHA 3aK/IMKana o Heraii-
HOTO TIPUIMHEHHA OOioBMX [ill Ta BIeplue
B CBOIll iCTOpil mpucyauaa 3BaHHA JOBIYHOTO
IToyecnoro uneHa Aconianii iHo3eMHOMY B4e-

8

Pepomonisa rignocTi, 2013 p.

Revolution of Dignity, 2013

In 2014, Russian aggression forced Alexander
Klimchouk to leave the occupied Crimea, where in
2006 he had set up and, before the annexation, had
headed the research center "Ukrainian Institute of
Speleology and Karstology" at V.I. Vernadsky Tavri-
da National University. Returning to the Institute of
Geological Sciences, Alexander Klimchouk devoted
himself to coordinating research on the hypogene
karst of the world, which resulted in the monograph
“Hypogene Karst Regions and Caves of the World”
(2017), published by Springer Nature Group.

Since the beginning of russia's perfidious invasion
of Ukraine in February 2022, Alexander Klimchouk
was actively involved in the fight against the aggressor
on the scientific and information fronts. Thanks to his
authority in science and active civic position, a num-
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HoMY — Onekcanzapy Knumuyky, 3a BenndesHnii
BHECOK y CBiTOBY HayKy B JOC/Ti>KEHHAX IeYep
i KapcTy, a TAaKOX AK CBiflueHHA noBaru Acoui-
alii ;0 My>KHbOI IO3ULIi1 YKpalHCHKOTO HApOAy
B J1oro 60poTbbi 3 poOCilicbKMM arpecopom.
Teonmoriune ToBapuctso CHIA (Bigzin Kapcry),
y cBoI0 uepry, Haropoguno Onexkcanpapa Knnm-
qyKa CIlellia/IbHO0 Bifl3HaKOI0 — 3a pyHaMeH-
TaJIbHUI BHECOK Yy JOCTiZXKEHHA KapCTy Ta IIe-
gep. Buecok O. Knmumuyka y cBiToBYy HayKy 6yB
IOOLiHeHUI TaKOXX YTOPCbKMM CIIe/Ie0/IOTiYHUM
TOBApUCTBOM, sKe 06paio itoro csoim Ilogec-
HIUM YIEHOM.

Onexkcanpp Knumuyk 6yB Haitb6inpi nmurosa-
HMM YKPAlHCBKMM BYE€HUM Y Tajy3i HayK IIpo
3eMJII0 Ta OHMM i3 HaiOIIbII LMTOBAHNX yde-
HUX B YKpaiHi saranom. Moro crarti mopoky my-
OMiKyBamucsi y BilOMMX HAayKOBUX J>KypHamax
CBiTY, a caM BiH OyB WIEHOM peJKOJIeTiil pAmy
TaKUX MDKHApOJSHUX BUCOKOPENTMHIOBUX BM-
maHb, K «International Journal of Speleology»,
«Mediterranean Geoscience Reviews», «Theoret-
ical and Applied Karstology» Ta iH.

Onexcangp Knumuyk € aBTOpoM i pelakropom
nmoHaz 300 HayKoOBMX IIpalb, 30Kpema 14 MOHO-
rpadiit (ciM 3 HMX BUIAaHO 32 KOpHOHOM), 70 cTa-
Tell y paxoBuX HayKOBUX BUJAHHAX YKpaiHM Ta
iHmmx mepkas (i3 HuX 45 cTaTeil — y )ypHaax,
110 BXOJATH 4O MDKHAPOJHMX HAYKOMETPUYHUX
6a3 «Scopus» i «Web of Science»), umcrneHHUX
po3ziniB y MOHOrpadifx i cTaTeil B eHIMK/IONe-
IVYHUX BUTAaHHAX.

Onexkcanpp KnuMuyk npupings sHauHy yBary
OpraHisaliliHill MiATPUMII BiTYM3HAHOI HAyKM.
3 2021 p. BiH OyB rOJIOBHMM peaKTOPOM Haii-
CTapillloro0 YKpPaiHCbKOTO TeOJIOTiYHOIO BUAH-
HA - «[eonoriuHoro >xypHany», 3abe3Ie4nBIIN
JIOrO BUCOKUI HayKOBUI CTaTYC.

Y 2017-2021 pp. yueHnit 6yB 4IeHOM IepIIO-
ro cknagy Haykosoro Komirery HanionanbHoi
pany 3 pO3BUTKY HAYKM Ta TEXHOJIOTI, ay 2019—
2021 pp. — sactynHukom ronosu Komirery. IIpn
po3INIAAl CKIafHNUX NMUTaHb LIOJO OpraHisanii
i piHaHCYBaHHA HayKM 3aBXK/JV 3alIMaB aKTUBHY
IPUHIUIIOBY II03M1i10, 6OPOBCA 3 INPOABAMU
Kopynuii B Hayni. JIK 4iIeH crenpaj i3 3axucry
OUCcepTaNin 3 Tifporeosorii i iHXeHepHOI reo-
JIOTiI Ta JIiTOJIOril BAYM/IMBO aHA/Ii3yBaB HAYKOBi
3006yTKM [IUCEpPTAHTIB, POOUB 3BaXkKeHi BUCHO-
BKJ IIOA0 iX OOIPYHTOBAHOCTI i HayKOBOI IIiH-
HOCTI.

ISSN 1025-6814. Geologicnij Zurnal. 2023. Ne 2

ber of leading international scientific organizations
strongly condemned the aggression and supported
Ukraine in its opposition to the russian invasion.
Among them are the International Union of Speleol-
ogy, the British Caving Association and the British
Cave Research Association. The latter called for an
immediate cessation of hostilities and, for the first
time in its history, awarded the title of Life Honorary
Member of the Association to a foreign scientist — Al-
exander Klimchouk, for his tremendous contribution
to world science in the exploration of caves and karst,
as well as a testimony to the Association's respect for
the courageous position of Ukrainian people in their
fight against the russian aggressor. The US Geological
Society (Karst Division), in turn, honored Alexander
Klimchouk with a special award for his fundamental
input to the study of karst and caves. Alexander Klim-
chouk's contribution to world science was also recog-
nized by the Hungarian Speleological Society, which
elected him its honorary member.

Alexander Klimchouk was the most cited Ukrai-
nian scientist in the field of Earth sciences and one
of the most cited scientists of Ukraine in general.
His articles were published every year in the world's
top-rated scientific journals, and he himself was a
member of the editorial boards of international
high-reputation editions - "International Journal of
Speleology”, "Mediterranean Geoscience Reviews",
“Theoretical and Applied Karstology" etc.

He is the author and editor of more than 300 scien-
tific works, in particular, 14 monographs (seven of
those were published abroad), 70 articles in special-
ized scientific editions of Ukraine and other coun-
tries (45 of them were published in the journals in-
cluded in the international scientometric bases Sco-
pus and Web of Science), he authored numerous
chapters in monographs and encyclopedia articles.

Alexander Klimchouk gave much effort to orga-
nizational support for national science. Since 2021,
he was the Editor-in-Chief of the oldest Ukrainian
geological periodical - "Geological Journal", en-
suring its high scientific status.

In 2017-2021, he was a member of the first Scien-
tific Committee of the National Council for the Devel-
opment of Science and Technology, and in 2019-
2021 - the Deputy Chairman of the Committee. When
considering complex issues related to the science ad-
ministration and funding, he always took an active
principled position and fought for academic integrity
in science. As a member of specialized councils for de-
fending dissertations in hydrogeology and engineering

9



Bmpamu nayxu

HaykoBa Ta rpoMajicbka akTuBHicTh Onek-
canppa Knumdyka BUCOKO OLIiHIOBa/ach TaK0OX
B YKkpaiHi. Bin 6yB maypeatom Jlep>xaBHoi mpe-
Mii Ykpaium y ramysi Haykm i Texnikm (2011),
BigsHaueHni [Touecunorwo rpamororo HAH Ykpa-
iHM 3a 6araTopiuHy IUIiJHY HAyKOBY IpaIfio

(2016) Ta  HaropomKeHmit  BixsHakorw
HAH Vkpainm 3a mpodeciithi 3m06yTKn
(2021).

o ocTaHHIX AHIB CBOTO >XMUTTs BUYEHUI BiB
aKTMBHY HayKoBy [isAnbHicTb. CMepTenbHa
xBopoba 3acrana itoro B YHiBepcureTi MaH-
gyectepa (BenukobGpuranis), sikuit Hagas oMy
TPAaHT Ha NPOBEJIeHHA NOCiKeHb Y KapCTOBO-
My paitoni District Peak y camomy mentpi kpai-
Hu. HesBakalouy Ha BaXkki IposABU XBOpoOH,
BCTUT Pa3oM 3 OPUTAHCHKUMY KOJIETaMy BUKO-
HAaTU OCTAaHHi y CBOEMY >XUTTI IIOJIbOBi BOCTIi-
JPKEHHA KapCTy.

Crneneonoria y WMPOKOMY PO3yMiHHi cro-
Ba — IOWIYKM i BIZKpMUTTA Iedep, opraHisanisa
Ta IPOBENEHHA CIENEONOTIYHNX NOCTiIKEHb,
BceOiuHe BMBUYEHH:, epeKTUBHA OXOpOHA Ta
NpaKTUYHE BUKOPUCTAHHA IiI3EMHUX MOPOX-
HIUH - Oya Xurtrepoo naciero Onexcanppa bo-
pucoBMYa, SAKill BiH MOCBATUB cebe ycboro 6e3
samumky. Pasom 3 pgpyxunoro - Haramiero
Knumuyxk (51610K0BOI0), «medepHOTO Oanmaar»
BiH 3allenuB CBOIM [iTAM Ta OHyKaM, fAKi Ta-
KOXX 3aXOIUIIOIOTHCA CIIE/IEO0IOTI€EI0 Ta aKTUBHO
HiIOTb Ha HMBI JOCTI>KEHHA IIedep.
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geology, as well as lithology and marine geology, he
thoughtfully analyzed the scientific achievements of
the degree applicants, made balanced conclusions
concerning the validity and scientific relevance of their
works.

Aleksander Klimchouk's scientific and public
activities were also highly appreciated in Ukraine.
He was a laureate of the State Prize of Ukraine in
Science and Technology (2011), a recipient of the
diploma of the National Academy of Sciences of
Ukraine for many years of fruitful work in science
(2016) and was awarded with the distinction of the
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine for pro-
fessional achievements (2021).

Until the last days of his life, he was an active re-
searcher. His fatal illness overtook him at the Univer-
sity of Manchester (UK), which gave him a grant to
conduct research in the District Peak karst area in the
heart of the country. Despite the severe manifesta-
tions of the disease, he managed to carry out his last
field studies of karst together with British colleagues.

Speleology in the broad sense of the word - search-
ing for and discovering caves, organizing and con-
ducting speleological research, comprehensive study,
effective protection and practical use of underground
cavities — was the life passion of Aleksander Bo-
rysovych, to which he devoted himself without re-
serve. Together with his wife, Natalia Klimchuk
(Yablokova), he passed the "cave bacillus” on to his
children and grandchildren, who are also fond of cav-
ing and are active cave explorers.

Ilepyancepki Anpn, 2018 p.
Peruvian Andes, 2018
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Benukobpurasis, 2023 p.
Great Britain, 2023

Onexcannp Knumuyk 3 oHykaMu Ha CBOEMY IHi Hapo/pKeHH, 2012 p.
Alexander Klimchouk with his grandchildren on his birthday, 2012
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Bmpamu nayxu

Bapro sasmaumty, mo Onekcanpp Knmmayk
0yB CU/IbHOIO, YeCHOIO i IIPMHIIUIIOBOIO JIFOVHOIO.
Hikomn He mifmaBaBcA KOH IOHKTYPHUM CIIOKY-
caM 4aciB Ta 00CTaBMH, 3aBX/IU TPUMaBCs 00pa-
HOTO 1I¢ y MOJIOOMY Billi XUTTEBOTO KYpPCY Ta
nornAxis. He mo6us ¢anbiry, ane BICOKO IIiHNUB Y
MIOfAX BifJJaHICTD CIIpaBi Ta BipHICTb cnoBy. bys
JIIOVIHOO 3 He3TaMHMM XapakTepoM. Hekponorn
4acTo MOYMHAWThcA ¢pasow: «Ilo mosriit 6o-
poTb0i mporpas 3 xBopo6oro...». [lo Onexcangpa
Bbopucosnua 1ie He BifHOCUTbCA. YCBiOMIIIOIOYY
CBilf cTaH 3[0pOB’S Ta CUTYallii, IepeMarardu
6i71p, IpaIlfoBaB O OCTAHHIX JHIB CBOTO >KUTTS,
3aCIIOKOIOI0YM PifHUX Ta [APY3iB, IO «BCE Iif
KOHTpO/eM». BifiimoB 3 4ecT0 — AK IepeMo-
xelp. TakuM 3aMMIINTbCA HA3aBXAM y IaM ATi
J10TO KOJIET Ta gPY3iB.

Onekcangp Knumuyk - BueHmMit i3 CBiTOBUM
iM’ M, 0COOMCTICTh HABULIIVIX MOPAIbHMX SKOC-
tell. CaMe Taki JIIOAM PYXarOTh MIOACTBO BIIEpEN,
BiIKpMBawO4yM HOBiI TOPM3OHTM 3HAHb i MOXK/INU-
BOCTeI II0ICHKOro nyxy. HermonpasHa BTpara s
Ykpainu Ta ciroBoi Hayku. ITam’sate npo Orek-
caHfpa BopucoBuda 3anmMmmTbCA HaBIKM y JIOTO
BM3HAYHOMY Ta YHiKaTbHOMY HayKOBOMY CIaJIKy.

HaykoBa rpoMaficbKiCTb, KOJIETH, IIOCTiIOBHU-
KJ, YYHIi Ta JIpy3i IMOOKO CYMYIOTDb 3 IIPUBORY
cmepTi Onekcanppa Knumuyka Ta BUCTIOBIIOTD
IMPi CIIIBYYTTS JIOTO POAVHI i O/IM3BKIIM.

Peokonezis «Ieonoeiunoeo xypHany»,
Incmumym 2eonoziunux nayxk HAH Yxpainu,
Koneau, 0py3i
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It should be noted that Alexander Borisovich
was a strong, honest and principled man. He nev-
er succumbed to the opportunistic temptations of
the times and circumstances, always sticking to
the life course and views he had chosen at a young
age. He did not like falsity, but highly valued
people's dedication and fidelity to their words.
He was a man of unbreakable character. Obituar-
ies often begin with the phrase: "After a long
struggle, he lost his battle with the disease...".
This does not apply to Alexander Klimchouk. Be-
ing fully aware of his situation, overcoming the
pain, he worked till the last days of his life, reas-
suring his family and friends that "everything
was under control". He died with honor - as a
winner. He will always be remembered as such by
his colleagues and friends.

Alexander Klimchouk was a scientist with a
world name, a person of the highest moral quali-
ties. It is such people who move humanity forward
by opening up new horizons of knowledge and the
possibilities of the human spirit. It is an irreparable
loss for Ukraine and for world science. The memory
of Alexander Borysovych will remain forever in his
outstanding and unique scientific legacy.

The entire scientific community, colleagues, fol-
lowers, students and friends are deeply saddened
by the death of Alexander Klimchouk and express
their condolences to his family and relatives.

Editorial Board of the "Geological Journal”,
Institute of Geological Sciences of the National
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, colleagues, friends
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